
Heat Stress 

Hope everyone is having a good summer and training is going well.  We are training at Rice 

Creek on Saturday mornings at 8 am anyone that would like to come join in is welcome.   The 

fall hunt tests will soon be upon us, all and any volunteers would be appreciated please con-

tact Mark Monson for the retriever test August 14th & 15th, and Byron Quinn for the spaniel 

test  August 28th & 29th. We would like to welcome all of our new members to our club and 

wish them success. 

Gary Lee  
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This is one problem we can all learn to identify before it becomes serious. If it does 
happen, we can move quickly to help the dog. Common sense tells us not to over-

work fat or poorly conditioned dogs on a warm day. Not being attentive to fatigue is 
one cause of heat stress; failure to provide the dog with plenty of cool water is an-

other. Early symptoms are less body and tail action and increased panting. As the 
problem becomes greater, we'll see aggravated panting, salivation and an expression 

of panic in the eyes. The gums become dark red and the dog finally has problem with 
coordination. All are the result of elevated body temperature and that must be your 

first concern--getting that temperature down. First, flush the mouth with cool water, 
removing saliva and allowing the dog to drink small amounts. Immerse the animal in 

cool water if possible, or use wet rags, ice packs or any water available to cool the 
dog's under parts, tongue and ears. This will cool the blood, which in turn helps cool 

the entire body. An alcohol bath helps in this cool-down process. Once stabilized, the 
vet should have a look. Amazingly, the most common cause of heat stress is leaving 

the dog unattended in a hot vehicle on warm days. This simply should never happen. 

By Bob West Gun Dog Mag. 



Hunting Dogs - Basic Training Tips 

Basic training tips and advices to train your hunting dog. 
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Even if you were an avid hunter, there would have been many instances of misfiring and even if you have aimed 
right you would not have fetched the hunt for obvious reason that you could not track it. Should you be carrying a 
hunting dog with you, this would not have been the result because a hunting dog would simplify your job whilst not 
cutting any frills on the thrills you maybe experiencing while on a hunting expedition per se. 
 
Be it a small game of hunting a lakeside duck or a countryside turkey to a big game of hunting an elk or a buck, a 
hunting dog can smell blood in a jiffy and would take you to the target. With this snap shot of a hunting dog, you 
need to know that a great hunting dog is not available in a nearby canine store or even an online store. All you 
need to know is that you should train your canine to make one great hunting dog. And, no means this training is 
easy and to get desired results, you need to know some tips and probably you can tame even a hardheaded ca-
nine. 
 
Picking the right breed for hunting 
 
Remember that a show-style breed is far different from a hunting dog. The first and foremost quality is a breed that 
has a good sense of smelling. You can look at those that are tamable as well as those that can endure long out-
door activities; in fact, the breed should love to stay more of outdoors. They must obviously possess decent stam-
ina and built. 
 
Hunting dog example breeds include the bloodhounds, dachshunds, basset hounds, German pointers, Labradors, 
beagles, mountain curs, feists. Know some characters of the breed and check if their temperament suits yours 
even to tame. 
 
Bring the canine when itôs very young 
 
Yes, for the reason that it will have time to bond with you and follow your communication. 
 
Time and patience 
 
Time needed to train a hunting dog is far greater than training a canine for other jobs, and it calls for good patience 
on the part of master. 
 
Condition the canine 
 
Train your canine to be resilient when faced with adversities of outdoors. And for this take him out more frequently 
and allow it to freak around the areas under your vigilance. This will be perfect priming for your canine before the 
game of hunting begins. 
 
Take him out more often, say at least once a week and see that you are supplying him with adequate nutrition for 
this extra exercise as well as normal development. Give him good quantities of water so he is not dehydrated. 
 
Train him to chase a target or follow a trail 
Use dummy rabbits or fowls to tease the canine and allow him to learn chasing the target and teach him to bring 
the target to you. Use a whistle as an indication of command and let him get used to your commands. Teach him 
to focus even when there are disturbances around. You may simulate a noisy surrounding yet command him to 
chase a target or follow a trail. However, this can be done during advanced training and not at pup stage. 
 
Training as fun 
 
Most important is to make your training as much fun as possible. Reward your canine for any signs of excelling in 
the training and he should find it interesting and exciting. 
 
And, remember that if you have trained your dog properly, he will never like to eat the hunted animal but will love 
to return to his master.  

DoggyBehave.Com 



MEMBERSHIP  

There is currently only one category of membership. $35.00 includes individuals and families. Your 

membership must be current in order for you to be eligible to vote at the annual meeting. 

(There is one vote per paid membership.)Membership renewals can be sent to:   

           

Dianne Pflipsen 30397 Clear Lake Rd. Albany, MN 56307 

 

 

RICE CREEK HUNTING DOG CLUB MEMBERSHIP, year 2010  

 
Name _________________________________________ Renewal ______ New ________ (check one) 

Address ________________________________________ Email Address 

__________________________________ 

City ________________________________ State __________ Zip _________________ 

Phone (day) ________________________________ (evening) ________________________________ 

Family members names (spouse and children under 18) 

_____________________________________________________ 

Breed of Dog/s _____________________________________________________________ 
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Wanted 
Gunners. Bird boys/girls, Mar-

shals, etcé 

August Spaniel and Retriever 

Hunt Tests 
Retriever Test August 14th and 

15th 

Spaniel Test 28th and 29th 

When you are called,  

Please say YES! 

New Dogs! 

 
JP and Linda have a new dog (Springer Spaniel) by the name of 

Marlo but JP has a hard time with that name, so it can be anything, 

like Marlo, Milo, Halo or Hilo. Anything that has a Lo on the end is 

fine with him. We might have to change the name? 

 

Mark and Anita Monson and the girls have a new Springer Spaniel, 

his name is Hunter. We picked him as a rescue from a shelter and 

are getting him ready for the fall hunt test.  We went through the 

AKC and got a PAL certificate to allow him to run in AKC hunt test.  

 

Hunter 

To summit articles, pictures or 

other information send Mark 

Monson an email at: 

 monso020@usfamily.net 



Cocoa Mulch  ! 

Please tell every dog or cat owner you know. Even if you don't have a pet, please pass this 

to those who do.   

    

Over the weekend the doting owner of two young lab mixes purchased Cocoa 

Mulch  from Target  to use in their garden. They loved the way it smelled and it was advertised to 

keep cats away from their garden. Their dog Calypso decided that the mulch smelled good enough 

to eat and devoured a large helping. She vomited a few times which was typical when she eats 

something new but wasn't acting lethargic in any way. The next day, Mom woke up and took Ca-

lypso out for her morning walk . Half way through the walk, she had a seizure and died instantly.  

 

Although the mulch had NO warnings printed on the label, upon further investigation on the com-

pany's web site, this product is HIGHLY toxic to dogs and cats.  

 

Cocoa Mulch  is manufactured by Hershey's, and they claim that 'It is true that studies have shown 

that 50% of the dogs that eat Cocoa Mulch can suffer physical harm to a variety of degrees 

(depending on each individual dog). However, 98% of all dogs won't eat it.'  

 

Cocoa Mulch , which is sold by Home Depot, Foreman's Garden Supply and other Garden supply 

stores, contains a lethal ingredient called ' Theobromine'. It is lethal to dogs and cats. It smells like 

chocolate and it really attracts dogs. They will ingest this stuff and die. Several deaths already oc-

curred in the last 2-3 weeks. Theobromine is in all chocolate, especially dark or baker's chocolate 

which is toxic to dogs. Cocoa bean shells contain potentially toxic quantities of theobromine, a xan-

thine compound similar in effects to caffeine and theophylline. A dog that ingested a lethal quantity 

of garden mulch made from cacao bean shells developed severe convulsions and died 17 hours 

later. Analysis of the stomach contents and the ingested cacao bean shells revealed the presence 

of lethal amounts of theobromine.   

Dianne Pflipsen 

30397 Clear Lake Rd. 

Albany, MN 56307 

 


