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POINT SCHEDULE FOR THE AWARD
OF EXCELLENCE 2007

In order to be eligible for this award a dog mustuanulate the required number
of points during the calendar year that the awagiien. No more than 10% of

the total points may come from non-field eventsré@ales may use their breed

club field titles to qualify.) To qualify for thensard the dog must accumulate a

minimum of 15 points.

Field Trial Accomplishments
(These shall includglacing in a puppy stake when offered)

Field Champion or Amateur Field Championship 5 pbints
For a first place in any Field Trial Level @ipts
For any other placing in a Field Trial Event pdints

Hunting Titles
(This shall include the AKC titles as welltagir equivalent in other testing

programs, such as UKC, NAHRA, NSTRA, NAVD&¢. If you are in
doubt as to whether the program you areingnim qualifies consult a
member of the Awards Committee.

Master Hunter Title or the Equivalent 8 points

y RICE CREEK
Each qualifying score toward this title 3 psint ur HUNTING DOG CLUB )(/IIO

g titles this year get a nice
8" x 10” photo of the dog only in
a field pose, and the information of

Excellence Bonus for completing the title8itries or less 5 points

Senior Hunter Title or the Equivalent 6 points when and where the qualifying score
Each lifvi d this it 2 pei were obtained, how many times the»
ach qualifying score toward this title psint ran to obtain the title and indicate

if the dog is under two years old.

Excellence Bonus for completing the title itri&s or less 5 points

. : . . Send the above to:
Junior Hunter Title or the Equivalent 4 points

o L . Linda Martin
Each qualifying score toward this title 1 point 15418 Nature Road

Excellence Bonus for completing the title itris or less 5 points

Working Dog Titles

WD or Canadian WC 2 points
WDX or Canadian WCI, WCX 3 points
Non-Field Titles or Qualifying Scores in Those Even 1.5 points

(Total points earned in this category mayenateed 10% of the total
required for the AOE. 1.5 points will be aded for any qualifying
score, placement, or title. Once the tils heen earned no further
points will be given, regardless of addidbplacing. These titles may be
indicated on your award plaque.

Adapted by the RCHDC Board of Directors 1998




' MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL

ECluI:r secretary, Margaret Grondahl, reminds members that it is time to renew their memberships. There is cur-

i rently only one category of membership. $35.00 includes individuals and families. Your membership must be cur-
i rent in order for you to be eligible to vote at the annual mesting

E (There is one vote per paid membership.)

E Membership renewals can be sent to: Margaret Grondahl, secretary, 805 6th 5T HE Staples ME 56479 or, if vou

? prefer, send along with your banguet registration, to; JP Martin, 15418 Hature Rd, Royalton MH 56373,

DI e e e o o s e e i s e i S i s A 1 R ' B i e 2m o e i it i e A e i e o i S . s it ! s e e i e i i e =l
Mame Renewal Mew (check one)
Address Email Address
City State Lip

3} i v el -
Phone (« .l_. ) I:I.'|'..Ilr'|5_'|.l

Family members names (spouse and children under 18)

Breed of Dog/s

New Membership

i Club secretary, Margaret Grondahl, reminds members that it is time to renew their memberships. There is cur-
i rently only one category of membership. 535.00 includes individuals and families. Your membership must be cur-
i rent in order for you to be eligible to vote at the annual meeting,

E (Thare is one vote por paid membership.)
E Membership renewals can be sent to: Margaret Grondahl, secretary, 805 &6th 5T HE Staples Mil 56479 or, if you
? prefer, send along with your banguet registration, to: JP Martin, 15418 Hature Rd, Royalton M 56373,
Mame Fenewal Mew (check one)
Address Email Address

City State Lip

ap i v et -
Phone (« .l_. ) I:L'|'..IIT'IL'_\_".I

Family members names (spouse and children under 18

Breed ol DPragds




THE CHALLENGE OF CANADIAN RYE AND
OTHER “MEAN SEEDS”

DaviD H. HOPKINS, English Springer &

adly, in recent years, the
L/ Springer Spandel Field Trial
world has become more aware of
illnesses befalling some of our
dogs—sometimes fatally —due to
infections attributable to barbed
grass awns. These seeds can pene-
trate a dog's body through the
skin or enter by swallowing or
aspiration. Onece in a dog's body,
the barbed seed typicallv mi-
grates, all too frequen*h leaving a
trail of infection. Diagnosis and
treatment are sometimes I._DI‘."I.P'].I'
cated, partly due to the fact that a
dog does not always show specific
symptoms until seriously ill and
par*l‘l. due to the fact that some
veterinarians are unfamiliar with
the types of infections these
barbed seeds produce which, in
turn, leads to delavs in diagnosis
and treatment. Some instances of
thesze infections have led to the
deaths of some fine Springers, the
incidence of which seems to have
greatly increased in just the past
five to eight vears.

The common denominator of
these “mean seeds” is their harbs,
which are analogous to fish hook
barbs and which lead to the one-
way migrations. Various species
of plan*& entail these barbs, the
most prevalent being so- -called
“Canadian Wild Eve,” “Virginia
Eye,” and some varieties of fox-
tails.

& common belief in Springer
Field Trial circles—not vet sub-
stantiated by “hard evidence” —is
that the escalation of this “mean
seeds problem” in recent years is
primarily attributable to the IS,
Department of Agriculture’s in-
clusion of several varieties of the
problematic plants on the ap-
proved list for CEP lands (as
COVEr pla.uts 50 as to provide pro-
tection for native grasses). Use of
CEP lands has been important for
decades for the running of

Springer Field Trials or for train-
ing purposes; and, far more fre-

quently than years ago, potential
trial or t:'allung sites hawve had to

USDA-NRCS PLANTS Database /
Hitchcock, A.S. (rev. A. Chase).
1950, Manual of the grasses of
the United States. USDA Miscel-
aneous Publication Mo, 200.

Washington, DC.

be discarded because of the dis-
covery of “mean seeds” on the
sites. Indeed, sometimes such a
discovery occurs at the last minute
{as ocowrred at the 2007 Springer
Mational Open, near Rochester,
Minnesota).

Also on the basis of purely an-
ecdotal information, there is a
comunon belief in Springer Field
Trial circles that, particularly in
the Midwest, various governmen-
tal bodies are using mixtures of
“CRP approved seeds” for other
areas, which may account for
some reports about Canadian Fve
sprouting on land adjacent to
highwray rest stops. Practically
spe alung all dogs (including pet_.l

Spantel Field Trial CI

ub of Illinots

that romp through cover infested

with the plants bearing the “mean
seeds” are at risk, not merely gun
dogs.

So as to organize efforts to
mitigate the “mean seeds prob-
lem,” the Springer Parent Club in
2007 formed a " Grass Awn Com-
mittee,” which is currently con-
centrating on educational steps.
One such step has been the post-
ing of key materials on the Farent
Club’s website. Included in the
presentation are downloadable (a)
articles providing medical infor-
mation, () non-scientific articles
focusing on heart-wrenching case
studies, and (c) llustrative color
photographs of some of the plants
that entail the barbed seeds. This
presentation is captioned the
"Grass Awn Project” and can be
brought up on the English
Springer Spandel Field Trial Asso-
ciation's website (ie.,
www.essita org).

There are, of course, various
ways the AKC could be helpful in
terms of mit tigating this problem.
In particular, the AKC could play
an important role in educating the
public about the problem, espe-
ciallv in terms of uﬁonnlng all
concerned as to some of the avail-
able diagnostic and treatment in-
formatiom, as well as in terms of
gathering more data relative to the
incidence and nature of the prob-
lem. Ultimatelv, the AKC might
be helpful in terms of lea ding a
dialog with the U.5. Department
of Agriculture, the goal being the
elimination of the “mean seeds”™
from the approved list for CEP
lands. In all events, the Field Trial
and I—Iunﬁng Test Events Comamnit-
tee is analy zmg TNUIMEeTr oS a_,PE'I._t"
of this pr oblem, welcomes all in-
put and questions, and will keep
the Delegate Body advised of de-
velopments. o




